
 

 

A Message from the Principal 

Bethel Elementary School · Kim Ramsey, Principal · Avery Goode, Asst. Principal - 6000 Hwy 55 E, Clover, SC · 803-631-8300 

WELCOME TO THE EAGLE’S NEST 

At the last PTO meeting, I was sharing with those present a conversation I 
had with Dr. Marc Sosne (superintendent of CSD) on one of his visits to 
Bethel. We were walking around the building discussing all of the im-
provements that have been made to the building over the last few years 
and how well things are going at Bethel. Dr. Sosne stated he felt I had 
been a good fit as principal for Bethel. That comment really made me 
think and I came to realize it is not that I have been a good fit for Bethel 
but that Bethel has been a good fit for me. Bethel is a true gem in the Clo-
ver School District. The parents, staff, students, and community are out-
standing! There is a caring environment and sense of belonging at Bethel 

that I think would be here no matter who was the principal. The environment at Bethel makes 
my job as principal easier. Is it always perfect? No. Are there sometimes problems and issues? 
Sure. However, the environment at Bethel and the willingness of all stakeholders to work to-
gether allows issues and problems to be solved in a way that is best for students. It also em-
powers Bethel to offer our students a safe, loving, and positive atmosphere where they are not 
afraid to learn and take risks and a place where they are encouraged to become good citizens 
in our society. As I continued to reflect on my conversation with Dr. Sosne, it became quite ap-
parent to me how lucky I was to be assigned to Bethel three and a half years ago! 
 

On another note, this year CSD is going through the AdvancED Accreditation process where all 
schools and the district as a whole have to provide evidence that we are meeting certain ac-
creditation standards. We have to rate ourselves on all of the different standards and a team 
will visit our schools in April to rate us on each standard. Some parents have participated in this 
process and all of you will probably receive a survey or two to complete which will be used in 
determining where we fall in meeting these standards. Your input is vital in helping us continue 
to be the outstanding school that we are. I have no doubt that we will do well as a school and a 
district in this accreditation process. There is always room for improvement and we will strive to 
get better in any area that may show a need for improvement. We will share the results with 
you once we receive them. 

Second  Quarter 

We recently purchased a 3D printer for Bethel to use with our STEM (Science, Technology, En-
gineering, and Math) activities. We are excited about the possibilities the printer will provide 
for our students. The cost of a roll of filament for the printer is $55. Therefore, we will have to 
limit how often students can use the printer. If anyone works for a company or knows of a 
company that might be willing to help fund a roll of filament for the printer so it can be used 
more often by our students, please contact our media specialist, Mrs. Emily Boyd. 

3D Printing is at Bethel! 



PRE-K & KINDERGARTEN 

I 
n Decem-
ber, Pre-K 
students 
spent time 

reading and 
comparing dif-
ferent versions 
of The Ginger-

bread Man.  Throughout the week, the 
children created candy topped ginger-
bread houses, played gingerbread math 
games, and baked yummy gingerbread 
cookies.  At the end of the week, a pack-
age was delivered to the children from the 
Gingerbread Man.  The package con-
tained cookies and a handwritten note 
from the Gingerbread Man.  The note 
from the Gingerbread Man explained that 
he was running around the school and 
they were to try and catch him. 

F 
ortunately, he was kind enough to 
leave us a few clues to follow him.  
Well, that was just the beginning of 
our wild chase!  We searched all 

over the school for little notes and were 
finally led back to 
the classroom 
where our Gin-
gerbread Man 
was waiting pa-
tiently for us to re-
turn.  Boy, did he 
play a trick on us!   

 

K indergarten has been very 
busy over the past couple of 
months.  We started our study 
of the city in November.  The 

students especially enjoyed acting out 
the story, City Storm.  They used instru-
ments to make the sounds of a storm 
in the city!  In the spirit of the holidays, 
we have been enjoying books by the 
author and illustrator Jan Brett.  The 
students have also been very busy 
making ornaments and crafts.  On 
Thursday December the 8th they deliv-
ered a stunning choral performance on 
stage for all to enjoy!  The kids and 
teachers are very excited about the up-
coming break and holiday! 



FIRST GRADE  

 

 

 First graders traveled into space with the Magic Tree House at the Schiele 
Museum planetarium this month.  They discovered exciting facts about the sun, 
moon, planets, and space travel.  It was a fun-filled day of learning and adventure.   

 They also toured the exhibits on display in the museum and enjoyed lunch 
outside in the picnic area before returning to school.   

 



READING RECOVERY 

Holiday Reading Tips 

from  

Mrs. Welch 

 

 The holidays offer a large variety of books to read aloud to your child. Try to find a few 

that you love reading together. 

 Read for fun! Remember to make time for bedtime stories. 

 Create stories for your child based on your family traditions. 

 Make the most of travel time and listen to books on cd. 

 Play the license plate game or ‘I Spy’ as you travel this holiday season. 

 Have your child pick a new ‘holiday’ book. Curl up with a cup of hot chocolate and the 

book to create a new tradition. 

 Have your child help you read the recipes for your favorite holiday foods. 

 Have your child keep a journal of the fun things you do together over the holidays. Re-

member that journals can be pictures! 

 

Remember… 

Reading is not just about getting the words right. It is about understanding what is happen-

ing in the book and enjoying the story. 



SECOND GRADE 

     Over the past few weeks, students 
have been working on an economics 
unit in Social Studies.  We have dis-
cussed the difference between a need 
and a want and a producer and con-
sumer. We also played a game of mu-
sical chairs with a piece of candy stuck 
to one chair to teach students about 
scarcity.   

      We created a Market Place this 
year with students to teach them about 
all of these important ideas and also 
what a good and service was.  Stu-
dents were given an opportunity to 
create different crafts of their choice to 
put into a class store.  Students had to 
earn money, based on good behavior 
throughout the past few weeks, so they 
would have money to spend at the 
store.  Once crafts were finished, we 
opened up our class Market Place and 
students got to spend the money they 

earned on the 
different crafts.  
This was a great 
experience for 
the children!  



THIRD GRADE 

The second quarter has been a busy 
one for third grade students. In math 
they have been practicing multiplica-
tion and division facts, working on 
measurement, elapsed time, and 
creating and interpreting graphs.   

 

Third grade language arts has been 
moving along this year.  We are cur-
rently working on Persuasive writ-
ing.  We have written letters to Par-
liament trying to convince them to do 
away with taxes with a tie-in of the 
Revolutionary War in social stud-
ies.  They have written letters to their 
parents, as well as others.  In social 
studies, we have completed our 
study of the Revolutionary War and 
we will follow up after the holidays 
with South Carolina after the war. 

 

In science students presented Key-
notes on Water Forms.  They partici-
pated in a windmill design challenge 
in which they used a renewable re-
source to produce power. They also 
practiced their skills in paleontology 
by making and studying their own 
fossils. 

 



FOURTH GRADE 
Our 4th Graders have been busy this quarter learning all subject are-
as. We are very excited about what’s to come as we plan the rest of 
our school year. 

 

In Reading, we have been reading the novel, The Year of the Best 
Christmas Pageant Ever, and even got the chance to go to the 
Imagin-On Theatre in Charlotte to see the play. It was one of the best 
field trips we’ve ever been on.  In Writing, we are busy writing opin-
ion essays and learning how every essay or task we write must have 

three paragraphs:  a beginning, a middle, and an end. We are learning all about transition-
ing our thoughts and using capitalization and punctuation correctly. We are also changing 
gears with Vocabulary as we finish up our vocabulary units and change in January to Greek 
and Latin Stems and Roots.  

 

In Social Studies, we just finished up learning all about Colonial America and have be-
gun talking about the Revolutionary War. With this unit, we will be reading the novel, George 
Washington’s Socks, learning all about the acts that King George III gave the colonists, and 
reading primary and secondary sources to create an ABC Book of the Revolution. One of the 
greatest resources we’ve found has been Liberty Kids which allows our students to see what 
happened during the war from different perspectives.  

 

In Math, we just finished up our unit on Division and are beginning Unit 4 with Alge-
braic Notation. We have become Math Ninja’s as we learn expressions do not require an 
equal sign; however, equations do. We are beginning to learn all about variables, bar 
graphs, pie graphs, and more. We cannot wait to see what we have in store.  

 

In Science, we just finished up our unit on Sound and Light and are beginning a new 
unit on Astronomy.  We will be learning all about the Solar System and the Inner and Outer 
planets as we come up with our own Mnemonic devices to remember them.  We will also be 
tracing our shadows to talk about how the Earth rotates around the sun, studying the constel-
lations in the sky, and keeping a Moon journal to study the pattern of how the Moon chang-
es. 

 



FIFTH GRADE 

In ELA we are exploring many different authors and writing styles through our study on 
short stories and poetry and are using this to become better readers and writers. Please 
continue to encourage your child to read at least twenty minutes nightly. I cannot stress 
enough the importance of making time to read outside of school each day.  Just as soc-
cer players have to practice to become better at their sport, readers have to practice to 
become better readers! We have also been fortunate enough to be able to offer IXL to our 
students. If you haven’t already, have your student share this fantastic learning tool with 
you.  

 

In Math, fifth grade students are immersed in dividing using the standard algorithm. We 
started with one-digit divisors and related dividing to our multiplication facts. Our manip-
ulatives helped us see whether we were dividing into groups or distributing into groups. 
This helped us see how we could write the steps of a standard algorithm. Then we un-
folded the division algorithm by creating our own folding division problems. The A-
mazing STEM activity gave us practice of dividing area into portions. It was a lot of fun try-
ing to maneuver a marble through all the different mazes! 

 

In Social Studies we have been learning about the Industrial Revolution.  This unit includes 
topics such as child labor, industrialization, mass production, labor unions, immigration, 
and monopolies.  We will follow up this unit with how America became a world power 
and World War I.   

 

In science class the fifth graders just completed their force and motion unit.  We learned 
about concepts such as friction, balanced and unbalanced forces, mass, gravity, and 
magnetism.  During the unit, the students completed an in-class project using the Book 
Creator app on their iPads.  This project included important vocabulary, scenarios, and 
pictures and/or videos that exemplified their 
words.  Our next unit of study is Mixtures and Solu-
tions. 

 



MRS. CASKEY 

School Store is Open  
Tuesdays - Fridays! 

Check out the new items 
this year! 

SCHOOL 
STORE 

STUDENT COUNCIL  

SCHOOL COMMUNITY PROJECT  
Please Remember to send in  

Pop Tabs to your classroom to  
support the   

Ronald McDonald House.   

         Our class has been get-
ting into the holiday spirit.  
Mrs. Ramsey read The Polar 
Express to the class. The class 
completed a Story Train Se-
quencing activity on the be-
ginning, middle and end 
parts of the story.  Each stu-
dent wrote a story pretending 
they were riding on the Polar 
Express and described what 
they wanted for the first gift of 
Christmas. What gift would 
you have chosen and can you 
still hear the bell ringing to-
day? 

Our class wishes you a joyful 
holiday season! 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
PE NEWS!                                                 

Swinging into Fitness and Savings!                                           

Thanks to Family Trust Federal Credit Union our students had a lot of fun “swinging into fitness and 
savings” as we began our racket sports unit this quarter!  Net systems, rackets, paddles, and shut-
tles were purchased with grants funded by Family Trust to our Physical Education program over the 
last couple of years. Students in all grade levels are currently utilizing racket sports skills, such as 
controlling the racket and “keeping eyes” on the object being struck by an implement.  Students 
have learned the parts of the racket and the differences between forehand and backhand swings.  
Pre-K and Kindergarten enjoyed fun relay activities including balancing a ball on smaller rackets.  
They also enjoyed volleying balloons to themselves and with a partner.  We will continue the unit 
involving students in stations using scoop ball sets, small rackets, balloons, and small beach balls 
to volley with a partner and/or in groups of four using a net.  Beginning lessons for other grade lev-
els involved students in a variety of racket sports activities individually and with a partner.  Some ac-
tivities included dribbling, tapping up and dribbling, and dribbling relays. Students also volleyed to 
themselves and with a partner.  Some lessons involved students in a variety of stations such as the 
badminton serve, volleying shuttles with a partner and/or groups of four, and volleying small 
dodgeballs and balloons.  We will continue the unit with modified games using net systems.  Also 
as part of the unit, students were reminded and lead in discussions on how living an active lifestyle 
can save money. Racket sports are great forms of aerobic exercise…. AND are FUN!   If we keep 
ourselves healthy throughout life by exercising and staying physically active as well as eating 
healthy balanced meals and snacks, the costs for doctor visits and medicine are likely to be much 
lower.  We are less likely to have costly and sometimes painful health issues such as heart prob-
lems, high blood pressure, and Type II diabetes if we practice healthy living!  Medicine for most 
health problems can get very expensive. Often times, medical problems can be avoided if we prac-
tice healthier lifestyles.  Sports such as tennis, badminton, and pickleball (a racket sport that may be 
played on a tennis court) are inexpensive. Most tennis courts are open to the public/free and you 
can play badminton in your own backyard!  These are a few of many activities we can do to have 
fun and be physically active. Thank you Family Trust for helping us in motivating our students to live 
happy, healthy, active lifestyles while saving their families money along the way!  

Lessons this quarter also included space awareness, ways to reduce chances of illness/spreading 
germs, healthy nutrition, pacer testing, punting, heart health, and Fitnessgram fitness concepts.  
Students also demonstrated quick reaction time and good sprinting form in relay/track and field ac-
tivities using batons. Pre-K and kindergarten improved teamwork and eye-hand coordination while 
participating in a variety of fun relay activities.  Let’s all continue to have fun practicing healthy life-
styles.   



MUSIC 
Notes from Mrs. Faris 

 

Happy Holidays to Everyone!  Students at Bethel have been making merry 
in music class.  Third through fifth graders have been learning how to play 
“Jingle Bells” on a variety of barred instruments.  Barred instruments have tuned 
bars made out of metal or wood that can be removed.  When tapped with mal-
lets, these instruments have a very pleasant tone quality and are perfect for 
teaching melodies and practicing rhythm patterns.  The three types we have 
are:  xylophones, metallophones and glockenspiels.  They have also been 
learning about the life and music of a famous composer named, Ludwig Van 
Beethoven.  Maybe you have heard of him yourself? 

Second grade, prekindergarten and kindergarten presented a joyful holi-
day program.  Cheerfully singing and with great expression, the young children 
delighted us with songs and choreography.  More merry-making will occur 
when the Honors Chorus presents Christmas tunes to the residents of the Lake 
Wylie Assisted Living Center on the evening of December 20th. 

Have a safe and very happy Christmas break! 

 



ARTFULLY YOURS 

The Pre-Kindergarten/Kindergarten/
Second Grade Visual Art Exhibition was 
great!  As was the Musical Performance!  I 
will let the children take their work home 
after the holidays. We still have a period or 
two still with the clay pieces.   

We have some talented children here 
at Bethel.  Some of the works I will hold on 
to and show again at the District Show in 
March.  I will notify those that are chosen. 

Some students have signed up for Fifth 
Grade Throwers.  If you are a Fifth Grader 
and want to work on the Potter’s Wheel 
get a form from Mr. Christmus and make 
plans to join us one Thursday after school 
before we run out of 
clay. The next free date 
is Thursday, Jan.19th. 

Hope you and 
yours have a wonder-
ful holiday season. 



NEW GUIDING LIGHTS AT BETHEL 

Maureen Collins - I was born in Pittsburgh, PA. I have lived in Clover for 
over 25 years, but this is the first year I have worked in Clover Schools. My 
favorite children's author is Mercer Meyer. I am not so sure about my fa-
vorite movie, perhaps the Sound of Music, but that might be because it is 
on TV this season every year.  My favorite  TV show is NCIS.  I went to col-
lege at Edinboro State Univ, in Edinboro, PA and did my graduate work at 
Eastern KY Univ. in Richmond, KY. I have been a Mental Health Counselor 
for over 35 yrs. I am certified in Tellington Touch, which is a hands on way 
to train pets, help them with anxiety, pain and socializing. I tried to make 
a go of it as a career, but have no business savvy. 

Trisha Brown - I was born in Pendleton, SC. I started working with the Clover School District 
this year.  My favorite movie is Good Deeds and my favorite TV show is Meet the Browns.  I 
love dancing, shopping and taking trips. 

James Thomason - I was born in York County and have worked in the Clo-
ver School District for 15 years. My favorite movie is Harlem Knights and fa-
vorite TV show to watch is Classic Car. I love to work on crafts and wood-
work. 

Tawanda Everett - I was born in Brooklyn, NY. This is my first year in the Clover 
School District. My favorite author is Dr. Seuss. My favorite movie is A Bronx 
Tale. My favorite show is Big Bang Theory.   I went to school at University of 
Phoenix. I am a six year Breast Cancer Survivor.  

Katie Brown - I was born in New Jersey.  This is my 1st year with the Clover School District.  I  
enjoy reading news articles in my spare time.  My  favorite movie of all time is Miracle on 
34th Street.  My favorite TV show is Big Bang Theory. I went to college at Gonzaga (Go Zags!).   
And I  bet you didn’t know that I  am a collegiate level soccer official. 

 



BLC  

Library News 

The book fair was a great success! Thanks to all of 
the volunteers for all of your hard work. I have al-
ready purchased new books for the library from the 
proceeds of the book fair. The students get so excit-
ed when we have new books. Our next book fair 
will be in February. I will send more information at a 
later time.  

 

                  This is what a Book Fair is all about! 

 

 

The holidays are just around the corner, make reading a part of your family time! Fami-
ly time is so important… Why not make reading part of this valuable time with your 
kids? 

 Here are some tips for integrating reading into our daily family activities: 

 Read bedtime stories 

 Play a board game 

 Visit your local library 

 Read a recipe and cook something yummy together! 

 Create a comfy reading space in your home. 

 Put your child in charge of reading the grocery list at the store. 

 

Choose Books That Are At An Appropriate Reading Level For Your Child 

Use the five finger rule. Open the book to any page and ask your child to read. 

 Put up a finger every time your child does not know a word. If you have put up more 
than five fingers before the end of the page, this book is too hard for your child. 

 Choose books that match your child’s likes and interests. 

 Keep plenty of reading materials in your home: books, magazines, newspapers, 
and comic books. Children enjoy having a variety of reading materials! 



TECHNOLOGY 

First through fifth grades are just finishing up an “Hour of Code” 
which was focused on for the week of Dec. 7-11. From moving 
storyboards using ‘Scratch Jr.’ to coding a Monster High figure 
in Tynker our kids have used websites and apps to code in vari-
ous ways the last few weeks. Third through fifth have been us-
ing Scratch, which was developed by MIT, to create their own 
coding boards. I am so proud of our Bethel students, they 
jumped right in to help each other code. Our students have fo-

cused on one of the most important words in coding ‘Collaboration’  “Why should my kids code?” 
Here are just a few answers. 

Code is one of the world’s most widely used languages 

Computer Science is the new language of the world, and it’s also one of the fastest growing occu-
pations. It has been predicted that by 2020 there are likely to be over 1 million unfilled jobs in the 
U.S. alone that will be dependent on coding. 

 

Kids learn better and faster when they’re young 

Teaching your child to code when they are young is important because kids have an easier time 
learning than adults do – their minds are flexible and open and learning code is like learning a 
language, far easier when you are young. 

 

Coding is Creativity unleashed!! 

Another benefit of teaching kids how to code is that it builds their confidence and creativity and 
provides the tools to create a world of limitless possibilities where they can build their own paths 
and solutions in their own way. Overall, coding is a very empowering skill. They start out playing 
games and if the child doesn’t like a particular aspect of the game they can modify it by rewriting 
the code.   

 

Problem Solving and Critical Thinking 

Coding techniques also help children develop critical thinking 
skills and problem solving processes that are not only important 
in computer science, but also in life. It teaches them how to look 
at the bigger picture and to break down big challenges into 
smaller and more manageable tasks.  



GUIDANCE 

Bethel School Counseling 

 

Recently in Guidance, pre-kindergarten, kindergarten, first grade, and third grade stu-
dents have been focusing on the December Character Word CARING. 

 

Pre-kindergarten and kindergarten students were read the book Mine! by Kevin Luthardt. 
This book tells the story of two brothers who receive a stuffed dinosaur as a gift from their 
grandmother.  Each boy thinks the dinosaur should be his and begin with the word 
MINE!  As the story progresses, each brother’s thinking changes from MINE to YOURS to 
OURS helping them to understand what it means to share.     

 

First grade students were read Do unto Otters: A Book about Manners by Laurie Keller.  

We discussed using the words please, thank you, you’re welcome, I’m sorry, and excuse 
me.  

 

Third grade students were read a story about empathy, How Do I Stand in Your Shoes? 
by Susan DeBell.  We discussed the definition of empathy as understanding how another 
person is thinking or feeling.  Students learned that there are two steps that can help 
each of them be more empathetic: 

Step One: Think of a time when you felt the same way as the other person. 

Step Two: Pretend to be the person you are trying to understand.  

In other words, what would I be thinking in the other person’s situation?  How would I be 
feeling if that were me?  When students demonstrate empathy, they are more likely to be 
caring in their relationships with others. 

 

Ashlyn Condon 

ashlyn.condon@clover.k12.sc.us 

 

Please visit my CANVAS page at https://clover.instructure.com/courses/2768 

 

mailto:ashlyn.condon@clover.k12.sc.us
https://clover.instructure.com/courses/2768


CHARACTER AWARDS 

Ryan Cronan 

Raegan Solomon 

Alyse Davis 

Lauren North 

Richard Sandstrom 

Zak Bouchama 

Morgan Osborne 

Nadia Hills 

Eduardo Mendez-Rangel 

Kendall Troublefield 

Max Chinnes 

Natalie Burton 

Bella Fusaro 

Gage Hilderbrand 

Zachary Boatwright 

Colton Ebright 

Anna Gulyayeva 

Evan Raibstein 

Anna Justice 

Siena Gould 

Jaidyn Jeannite 

Aubrey Heaton 

Beck Walter 

Brenna Welch 

Josh Hamer 

Tyler Johnson 

Julie Kerkman 

These students exhibited good  

character by being RESPONSIBLE. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Olivia Conquest 

Kennedy Guerrier 

Lily Kemp 

Brynn Baker 

Lyra Work 

Bryleigh Hendrickson 

Neely Pratt 

Nicole Kosareva 

Kyndall Collins 

Mac Glenn 

Gracie Krause 

 



Thankfulness 

These students exhibited good  

character by being THANKFUL. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Charlotte Benton 

Riley Isenhour 

Anthony Shively 

Colin Vang 

Khailan Phonephet 

Amelia Bowman 

Stella Buford 

Se’merica Wingate 

JJ Otero 

Avy Jenkins 

C.J. French 

Addison Rowland 

Connor Ebright 

Kelsie Maxwell 

Connor Wilson 

Mayden Jones 

Kiera Martin 

Gabriel Onley 

Kate Tankersley 

Sophie Sedillo 

Eliana Stevenson 

Caleb Place 

Hayden Wommer 

Madison Bliss 

Jayden Mateko 

Carter Kennington 

Kara Cronan 

Josh Stanfield 

Reagan Richards 

Sophia Rodriguez 

Chase Peterman 

AJ Hernandez 

Aiden Holt 

Lilly Baker 

Abram Johnson 

Caroline Cook 

Brena Ford 

Gavin Hilderbrand 

Alyssa Lopez 

Nash Parham 

Victoria Lindley 

Tanner Daum 


